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Department of Defense Directive

SUBJECT Administration and Support of Basic Research by the DoD

Ref er ences: (a) Executive Order 10521, as nended, “Adm nistration

of Scientific Research by Agencies of the
Federal Governnent”

(b) DoD Directive 3210.2, “Policy on Basic Research
Grants and Title to Equipnent Purchased Under
Grant s*

(c) Section XV, Arned Services Procurenent Regul ation

(d) DoD Directive 3210.1, “policy. on Basic Research,
Novenmber 12, 1957 (her eby cancelled)

PURPOSE

This Directive states the policy of the Department of Defense
on the administration and support of basi¢ research,

I CANCELLATI ON

Ref erence (d) is hereby superseded and cancelled.

Il . DEFINITION OF BASI C RESEARCH

Basic research is that type of research whiich is directed
toward increase of know edge in science. It is research
where the primary aimof the investigator 'is a fuller under-
standing of the subject under study.

|v. BACKGROUND

A. Reference (a) provides broad guidelines for admnistration
of basic scientific research by Federal agencies. These
guidelines state that while the National Science Foundation
shall be increasingly responsible for providing Federal
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support for general purpose basic research, the conduct and
support by other Federal agencies of basic research in areas
which are closely related to their mssions is recognized as
| mportant and desirable and shall continue.

B. The Director of Defense Research and Engineering is responsible
to the Secretary of Defense for the review and direction of the
basi ¢ research program of the military departnents and ot her
agencies of the Departnent of Defense authorized to conduct or
support basic research, and shall ensure that this program is
executed according to the provisions of Reference (a). This
review will be of maxinmum effectiveness i f all el enents of the
Department adhere to the sane fundamental principles in their
conduct and support of basic research.

PRI NCl PLES

A Basic research is essential to the devel opnent of mlitary
power.

B. Continuity is essential. to successful basic research. Therefore,
| ong-term planning and funding of basic research wll be enployed
to the maximum possible extent.

c. Basic research may be conducted by conmpetent scientists in
universities and non-profit institutions, industry, mlitary
| aboratories, or elsewnere.

D. Sustained support of basic research will result in increased
effectiveness and econom es in nmilitary prograns.

E.  Free and effective comunication anong scientists IS important
to basi ¢ research.

POLICY

A It is the policy of the Departnent of Defense

1. to conduct and support a broad and continuing basic
research programto provide fundanental know edge, wth
emphasis on that related to the needs of the Department
of Defense; and

2. to assure full utilization of our scientific resources
and to extend those resources in those areas of science
relevant to the mssion of the Departnment of Defense;
and
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3.to maintain, through such a program effective communica-
tion emong the scientists of the Departnment of Defense
and the scientists of the universities and industry; and

4.tocoordinate this program of basic research with the
National Science Foundation; and

5.t0 encourage the support of basic research by other
government and private agencies.

VIl.  IMPLEMENTATION

A It Is the responsibility of the Director of Defense Research
and Engineering to produce, on a continuing basis, a sound
basi ¢ research program through the coordination and integration

of the elenments of the program among the mlitary departnents
and ot her agencies of the Departnent of Defense authorized to

conduct or support basic research.

B. The Department Of Defense provides support of basic research
by

1. support of in-house laboratories. Basic research In
| aboratori es of the Departmentof Defense or in |abora-
tories of other government agencies, best qualified for
such work in particular areas, should be encouraged.

2. @Gants to and contracts wth educational and non-profit
Institutions. In Situations appropriate for grants under
the provisions of Reference (b), the grant instrunent is
the preferred nmethod of supporting basic research by
educational and other non-profit institutions.

3* Contract wth industry. Contracts specifically for basic
research may be made with industrial contractors (including
small pusi nesses ) which have a recognized special conpetence
in 3 given area. |In the admnistration of the provisions
of Reterence (c) which relate to the allowability of a
contractor’s independent research costs under certain
Departnment of Defense contracts, favorable consideration
shoul d be given to independent basic research.

c. The mlitary departnents and other agencies of the Departnent
of Defense authorized to conduct or support basic research
will provide the Director of Defense Research and Engi neering
with such information as he nay require in order to carry out



his responsibilities under this Directive, including annual
reports through established administrative and fiscal channels
of the followng, by contract or grant and dollar val ue:

1. Basic research performed i n governnent |aboratories

2. Basic research grants to educational and non-profit
i nstitutions

3. Basic research contracts to educational and non-profit
i nstitutions

4* Basic research contracts to i ndustrial contractors,
i ncluding small business

5. Independent basic research recognized as an allowable
cost in an advance agreement under the provisions of
Reference (c). Such costs shall be reported via the

Assistant Secretary of Defense (Installations and
Logi stics).

D. within 90 days of the effective date of this directive, two
copies of inplementing instructions issued by the military
departments will be forwarded to the Director of Defense
Research and Engi neering.

VIII. EFFECTIVE DATE

This directive is effective inmediately.
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Secretary of Defense



